
CITY OF OVID        DRAFT 
REGULAR MEETING  
SEPTEMBER 12, 2022            
 
Mayor Lasher opened the public hearing at 7:00 pm and led the pledge of allegiance.  
  
ROLL CALL: Miss Hibbard, Mr. Ordiway. Mr. William, Mr. Lasher, Mr. Brown and Mr. Starn.  
ABSENT: Ms. Perrien and Ben Helms – Chief of Police 
EX OFFICIOS:  Rich Simpson - DPW Superintendent, Liza Kusnier-Treasurer and Josefina Medina-Clerk. 
VISITORS: None. 
  
AGENDA:  Mayor Lasher asked that we add to old business line item 1. Review revise quote for the 
fence at the Little League field and under new business add item F to discuss a request for leave for an 
employee.  A motion was made by Brown, second by Ordiway to approve agenda as amended.   
   MOTION CARRIED  
MINUTES:  A motion was made by Brown, second by Williams to accept the minutes Regular meeting 
held on August 8, 2022 minutes as printed. 
    MOTION CARRIED  
CHECK REGISTRY:  A motion was made by Brown second by Ordiway to accept the check register for 
the period of August 10th, thru September 9, 2022 as presented.  
    MOTION CARRIED 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  Mr. Kam Washburn updated the council on what is going on with the county.  He 
explained that the county recently adopted a resolution regarding the Zillow Bill.  He explained what the 
bill was about and how it works. He stated that the county is opposed to this bill and so the county felt 
that it was important enough to adopt a resolution opposing it and sent it to the state.     
 
Mayor Lasher asked that he send the Clerk the resolution. 
 
He informed council that Sparrow Main will be the medical examiner.  The Sherriff’s Deputy will still 
come when called out but the medical examiner at Sparrow will do all the autopsy’s and fill out all the 
appropriate documents needed.  This will release a lot of time for the Sherriff’s department.   
 
He reported that ballots will be available for proofing and Craig Longnecker our Administrator has 
announced his retirement.  He has been with the county for 28 years.  he was our CFO before he 
became our administrator three years ago.  We have already started looking for someone for this 
position.   
 
Mr. Washburn informed the council that he is fully endorsing Val Vail-Shirey for County Commissioner 
for District 1 as his replacement.  She has been involved in the state level and local level.   
 
Most, municipalities are not using the ARPA fund toward the broadband efforts.   But we are asking is 
that every municipality write a letter stating that the support the efforts of broadband for throughout 
the county.  This is important for when we write the grant.   
 
Ms. Vail-Shirey thanked the council for allowing her to speak about.  She will be knocking on doors 
within the city and township and getting to meet the people in our communities.  She has experience in 
working in the agriculture, legislature and local government levels and she is looking forward in working 
for the counties 1st District.   



 
TREASURER:  Mrs. Kusnier reported that in the packet there was a correspondence from a company that 
is offering a quote to digitize the cemetery map.  The cost will be about $2,100.  This is something that 
will be very helpful for when we need to locate a plot at the cemetery for burial.  It will work on the 
DPW’s tablets as well.  Discussion was held on where the funds to purchase this service from.  We will 
purchase it from the cemetery outside service.  A motion was made by Ordiway, second by Starn to 
purchase the program from Amalgam LLC in the amount of $2,100 and to pay out of cemetery outside 
service exp. Line. 
   MOTION CARRIED 
Mrs. Kusnier also asked about the sign in the front of the cemetery and she noticed that the sign is in 
really bad shape.  She asked if the council would want to consider looking into replacing the existing sign 
or looking at other options.   
 
Mrs. Medina suggested if we go with a different sign that council consider having language on it 
regarding Mr. Moore about his service to the city and cemetery. 
 
Miss Hibbard commented that she & Ms. Perrien had conversations on this issue to do upgrades and the 
cemetery committee will discuss this and bring suggestions to council. 
 
Mrs. Kusnier presented to council a budget amendment to cover the cost of the sewer project with 
Inliner.  Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Brown, second by Williams to adopt the budget 
amendment as presented. 
   MOTION CARRIED 
POLICE:  Mayor Lasher reported that he spoke with Officer Watson and that they had little to no 
problem during carriage days.  They also spoke about Halloween.   
 
Mr. Brown asked what are we going to do about the two goats that are on High Street.  Mayor Lasher 
replied that he will let Officer Watson know about it. 
 
DPW:  Mr. Simpson the tornado siren is up to date.  The sink hole is repaired and the ADA plates came in 
today.  We will do the corners on Clinton & Main.  He will be discharging cell #1.  The water service line 
was repaired on Front Street and they worked a lot on Carriage Days all went well. 
 
A motion was made by Williams, second by Ordiway to accept the Treasurer, Police & DPW reports as 
presented. 
   MOTION CARRIED 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Mayor Lasher reported that Mrs. McHallam from the Senior Hosing has informed us that they  
Had a loan from Michigan Housing Authority and a requirement for the loan is that they don’t get 
assessed but, they pay in lieu of taxes which we have in our ordinances.  The payment is 4% of the rent 
that they take in and then divided between all the taxing authorities.  Our ordinance states that it will 
run until the mortgage is paid or 35 years.  What they would like to do is go back to the Michigan 
Housing Authority and get another mortgage.   Therefore, this will come up again in the future.  He will 
be checking with the attorney to see if the 4% is the ceiling or if we can change the percentage and what 
option we have.  Would we need to do a new ordinance or not.  If a new ordinance is required, I suggest 
that we have them pay for our attorney fees to create the new ordinance if we need to do that.   
 



B. A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Williams to send to Clinton County a letter in 
support of the Broadband initiative along the lines provided by Greenbush Township. 
   MOTION CARRIED 
C. Mayor Lasher updated council on the DWRF.  Ovid is listed at #51 out of 170 on the initial cut.  
We have been assured by our Engineer that Ovid is in that pool.  The amount of the grant is 75%.   The 
city is responsible for the 25% of the grant.  The total cost of the grant is $9,818,000.   25% is about 
$2,400,000.  One of the things that is in the grant is $1,800,000 to replace lead lines.  The final 
information will come out after October 1st because that is when the State adopts their budget.  
Discussion was held on the expectations of EGLE regarding the lead lines. 
 
D. Mayor Lasher informed council that the bill that Thornton & Sons presented has the cost of the 
performance bond.  That was not required by our RFP.  Proof of insurance was requested but not a 
performance bond.  Therefore, he suggests that we don’t pay that part of the bill.  Discussion was held 
on the invoice and the job that was done by Thornton & Sons.   
 
Miss Hibbard asked, what can we do about the roof at the cemetery.  He put a green roof on it instead 
of what it was.   
 
Mr. Ordiway asked if why did we need to pay for increase in materials if we gave him a startup pay of 
$50 thousand.  Why didn’t he get the materials then?   
 
Discussion was held.  it was agreed that Mayor Lasher would speak with Mr. Thornton regarding the 
change of color on the two roofs.  The one on West Clinton & at the Cemetery, before any check is 
processed and released.   
 
E. Discussion was held on the request for relief on the sewer line for the utility bill for 217 N. West 
Street due to the outside spicket was left on overnight.  A motion was made by Williams, second by 
Brown to approve the request from the owner at 217 N. West Street to get a relief on the sewer line 
of her bill to her average. 
   MOTION CARRIED 
F. Discussion was held on a request for medical leave by an employee.  Miss Hibbard informed 
council that they had already adopted a FMLP (Family Medical Leave Policy).  Miss Hibbard read some of 
the areas of the policy and there is no action that needs to do but when they find out when the leave 
time begins, they then need to submit to the council the time that they will be off.   
 
OLD BUSINESS:  Mr. Simpson presented the revised quote from Ludwick the increase is $120.  
Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Starn, second by Ordiway to accept the revised quote for 
the fence at the Little League Field.   
   MOTION CARRIED 
PARK & REC.:  Miss Hibbard reported that the Lions Club & Chief Helms want to put together an event in 
the fall.  So that the kids in town can come and meet the new chief.  We will be doing decorating 
pumpkins.   
 
Mr. Ordiway offered to contact a friend of his to donate all the pumpkins to the event.   
 
CARRIAGE DAYS:  Miss Hibbard reported that they did really good and the event went great. 
 
Mr. Williams thanked all the committee & volunteers for all the work they did for the festival. 



 
OMESA:  Mayor Lasher reported that they paid bills and they agreed to have a key to open the 
municipal building in the case of a weather emergency. 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION:  Mr. Starn reported that the minutes are in the packet and if anyone has 
question feel free to contact him.   
 
LIBRARY:  Mr. Brown reported that they are still looking into quotes for the security alarm system. 
 
CAASA:  Mr. Brown reported that they are looking at their capital assets.   
 
CORRESPONDENCE:  A letter from Officer Watson thanking the council for the bonus. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  Mayor Lasher closed the meeting at 8:31 pm. 
 
 
Josefina Medina, Clerk 
City of Ovid 
 


